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SENT ON BEHALF OF BOB CRONIN
Old Town Demolition Project Director
Facilities Division

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Dear Ms. Santos, Mr. Armann,

Attached please find a copy of the meeting notes from the December 14, 2016, progress meeting
between Berkeley Lab and EPA regarding Old Town Demolition Project, Phase 1. The signed original of
the meeting notes was sent to you by certified mail today.

Sincerely,

Nancy Sutherland

Technical Editor and Document Manager
Environment, Waste, and Radiation Protection Department
510-495-2382
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Via email and certified mail
Receipt No. 7016 0750 0000 8455 0666 Reference No.: ES-17-028a

January 5, 2017

Ms. Carmen Santos and Mr. Steve Armann

US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
Land Division (LND-4-1)

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Subject:  Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Old Town Demolition Project, Phase |
December 14, 2016, Progress Meeting Notes

Ms. Santos and Mr. Armann,

Thank you for the opportunity to continue discussions about the Old Town Demolition Phase | Project
(“the Project”) located at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL). LBNL and the US Department
of Energy (DOE) remain committed to working cooperatively with the US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to investigate and clean up the polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) at the project site,
consistent with the “Project Approval Strategy” signed by EPA, DOE, and LBNL.

The following summarizes LBNL’s understanding of conclusions and action items resulting from the
December 14, 2016, meeting.

Action Items from Previous Meeting

The status of action items was discussed on several occasions: at the October 7, 2016, progress meeting,
during a conference call on October 20, 2016, and in subsequent correspondence.

e LBNL returned stormwater storage tanks to the supplier, as EPA provided no additional
comments regarding the decontamination and subsequent testing of the tanks.

e |BNL submitted to EPA a revised request for amendment to its cleanup application. LBNL’s
request was approved on December 13, 2016 (discussed in more detail below).

New Project Contracting Plan for Demolition and PCB Cleanup

1. Roles and Responsibilities

LBNL'’s former contractor, DMS, is no longer part of the Project. Bob Cronin remains the Project Director.
LBNL's Environmental Director is Ron Pauer, and EPA’s primary point of contact is Joe Gantos. The
Project’s Environmental Manager is Bruce Marvin. LBNL will work mainly with three contractors, as
follows:

e Weiss Associates (Bob Devany and Agata Sulczynski) will provide technical and regulatory
compliance support for the remedial action.

e Perma-Fix (Jeff Bowers and Kevin Smallwood) will serve as the integrating contractor for waste
management and transportation of hazardous and radioactive waste.
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e Goebel Construction (Greg Goebel) will serve as the civil and structural contractor for
demolition, excavation, backfilling, and nonhazardous waste transportation.

2. Objectives
The objectives of the new contracting plan are as follows:

e Meet DOE’s schedule commitments and all regulatory requirements and complete the field
aspects of the Project by September 2017.

e Complete the majority of ground-disturbing activities (e.g., slab and soil removal) during the
shutdown of the Advanced Light Source (ALS) facility, which is planned for between December
23, 2016, and mid-March 2017, to avoid impact to experiments that are extremely sensitive to
vibration. Some ground-disturbing activities may occur after mid-March 2017, to remediate any
areas deemed contaminated based on verification sampling results. )

3. Recertification of Cleanup Application

In a letter to EPA dated December 14, 2016, and provided to EPA at the progress meeting on that date,
LBNL recertified the PCB cleanup application to reflect the new parties conducting the cleanup. Provided
with the letter was a certification page endorsed by the following signatories:

e Environmental Project Manager
e Remediation Consultant
e LBNL’s Associate Laboratory Director for Operations as the owner’s representative

EPA indicated that the submittal was sufficient for compliance with the Toxic Substances Control Act and
that EPA does not need to approve the revised certification.

Project Schedule Forecast

The schedule forecast was reformatted from a Gantt chart to a list of activities with the following
expected dates.

e Start the Building 52 slab and sump removal in January 2017.

e Start the Building 52 soil removal and the Building 16 slab removal in February 2017.

e  Submit the Building 52 sump verification package to EPA in March 2017 and seek EPA’s
concurrence to backfill the sump in March or April 2017.

e Start the Building 16 soil removal in March 2017.

e Submit to EPA the Building 52 soil verification package and the Building 16 soil package in April
2017.

Demolition Update

LBNL presented an overview of the Project, which included discussion of stormwater storage in tanks
and operation of the wastewater treatment system. LBNL also discussed plans to conduct the following
near-term demolition activities:

e Develop programmatic plans and logistics for the new project team.

e For the Building 5 and former radiological waste yard demolition, complete radiological
remediation, radiological final status survey, and backfill the area.

e Establish new waste accumulation areas.
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e For Building 52, clear the pad and complete construction drawings for slab and utility removal
and for PCB remediation.

PCB Waste Status
The following PCB waste is in storage:

e Soil and liquid in vacuum tanks from the excavation of the Building 5 retaining wall excavation
managed PCB radioactive waste in accordance with Section 761.50.
o PCBsin soil: 0.62 mg/kg.
o PCBsin liquid: 1.2 pg/L.
e Stormwater
o All stormwater with PCBs treated and discharged.
o Stormwater currently in storage contains PCB concentrations less than 0.5 pg/L.

Cleanup Application and Amendment
LBNL's request for an amendment to its cleanup application was sent to EPA on October 25, 2016.

e LBNL requested EPA’s approval to relocate the wastewater treatment system.

LBNL responded to EPA questions regarding the request on November 7 and 29, 2016.
LBNL sent a revised Spill Prevention and Response Plan to EPA on November 29, 2016.
EPA approved LBNL’s request on December 13, 2016.

LBNL initiated operation of the wastewater treatment system on December 14, 2016.

New Waste Accumulation Area

LBNL is moving the waste accumulation area (WAA), which was formerly located near the former
Building 51 site.

e Waste may now be accumulated at four locations within the Old Town Demolition Phase |
project boundary, as shown on a map provided to EPA on December 15, 2016.

e All requirements for waste storage listed in Section 5.3.2 of the cleanup application will be met
at the new waste accumulation locations.

e Containerized PCB waste will be stored in the WAAs.

As agreed upon at the December 14, 2016, meeting, LBNL will send a letter to EPA requesting an
amendment to the cleanup application to change the location of the WAAs and requesting an extension
of the 30-day storage time limit to 90 days. EPA committed to review the amendment request and
provide a response on December 16, 2016, before Ms. Santos and Mr. Armann leave for the holidays.
[Post-meeting note: In a letter dated December 16, 2016, EPA amended its approval to include the new
WAA locations, applying the 90-day waste storage time frame to include PCB remediation waste.]

Verification Sampling

1. Proposed Backfill Approval Process Consistent with PCB Cleanup Plan

e LBNL anticipates multiple decision units.
e LBNL will keep EPA updated on verification data package submittal dates. Ms. Santos requested
two weeks’ notice of the submittal in order to coordinate EPA’s resources.
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e The data package for each decision unit will include a brief memorandum, a map showing
sample locations and results, a data table, and 95% UCL calculations, as well as ProUCL input
and output files, if required. EPA requested that the analytical reports also be included in the
data package.

e EPA does not have access to Dropbox or Google Drive, so LBNL will explore submitting the data
packages via CD, DVD, or FTP site.

e LBNL suggests holding a web conference at the time the data package is submitted, or within
two or three days after the submittal. Ms. Santos is willing to try one web conference, but
prefers getting the data packages two or three days in advance.

e EPA’s goal is to provide concurrence with LBNL’s and DOE’s backfill decision within 10 days of
receiving a data package, regardless of whether all data indicate that PCB concentrations are
less than the industrial cleanup goal of 0.94 mg/kg or whether some results indicate that PCB
concentrations are greater than the cleanup goal, which would require calculation of the 95%
UCL. Concurrence will be at Mr. Armann’s and/or Ms. Santos’s levels.

e EPA acknowledged that LBNL may proceed with backfilling before it receives EPA concurrence,
and that this is allowable under the approved PCB Cleanup Plan. However, the backfill would be
at risk, since EPA may require the removal of additional PCB-contaminated soil.

2. Project Data Quality

All PCB characterization samples have been analyzed by Curtis & Tompkins Laboratories (C&T). C&T’s
schedule performance and analytical quality met the quality control requirements of the approved
cleanup plan. LBNL plans to use C&T for verification samples.

3. Planned Data Validation Process

It was agreed that data validation will be conducted by Weiss at a Level 2 review. Ms. Santos requested
that Level 3 data validation be performed on at least 2 percent of the data. A third-party validation is no
longer required, and the number of samples requiring a higher level of review has been reduced. It was
also agreed that chromatograms would be retained in LBNL's records and reviewed or made available to
EPA, if requested.

Future Meeting Dates

LBNL and EPA agreed to hold the next in-person progress meeting on January 19, 2017, at LBNL. The
meeting will include a tour of the Phase | project area.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the Project or this meeting summary, please contact Joe
Gantos at njgantos@Ibl.gov or 510-486-5077 or me at rdcronin@Ibl.gov or 510-495-2849.

Sincerely,

Robert €ronin
Project Director
Old Town Demolition Project
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cc via email:
Kevin Bazzell (kbazzell@lbl.gov)
Robert Cronin (rdcronin@lbl.gov)
Robert Devany (rod@weiss.com)
Susan Fields (sfields@Ibl.gov)
Jim Floyd (jgfloyd@Ibl.gov)
Joseph Gantos (njgantos@lbl.gov)
Mary Gross (mcgross@Ibl.gov)
David Kestell (djkestell@Ibl.gov)
Glenn Kubiak (gdkubiak@Ibl.gov)
Ted Mankowski (tmankowski@Ibl.gov)
Bruce Marvin (bmarvin@Ibl.gov)
Reva Nickelson (ranickelson@lbl.gov)
Ron Pauer (ropauer@lbl.gov)
Jack Salazar (jjsalazar@lbl.gov)
Marissa Smithwick (mlsmithwick@Ibl.gov)
Jacinto Soto (Jacinto.Soto@dtsc.ca.gov)
Agata Sulczynski (asulczynski@Ibl.gov)
Keith Takata (keith@keithtakata.com)
Karen Toth (ktoth@dtsc.ca.gov)
Stan Tuholski (sjtuholski@Ibl.gov)
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